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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dubois et al U.S. Patent 6,107,430, or Falla et al U.S. Patent 5,525,659, or Castellani et 
al U.S. Patent 6,756,447, or WO 01/34719 (cited by applicants). 

Claimed invention is a blend of thermoplastic polyolefin (A) with an ethylene-alpha-olefin 
interpolymer (B) other than component (A), wherein the ethylene-alpha-olefin 
interpolymer has a low density in the range of 0.855 and 0,899 g/cm 3 and a viscosity at 
350 F of at least 500 cP; and wherein the melt index of said thermoplastic blend 
composition is increased by at least 5% relative to that of said thermoplastic polyolefin 
composition. 

Dubois'430 discloses hot melt adhesive composition comprising ethylene-alpha-olefin 
interpolymer having low density in the range of 0.850 to 0.895 g/cm 3 , column 12, lines 
38-48, and viscosity of from 2,000 cps, column 13, lines 1-2. The hot melt adhesive 
can comprise a blend of two different polymers including atactic polypropylene, low 
density polyethylene and/or ethylene vinyl acetate copolymers, column 2, lines 40-55 
and column 20, lines 34-46. The low density ethylene-alpha-olefin interpolymer has a 
benefit to improve adhesive property, column 24, lines 63-65. 
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Falla'659 discloses a composition for producing a film comprising a blend of an 
ethylene-alpha-olefin interpolymer and linear high density polyethylene (HDPE), column 
6, lines 4 and 15-20. The ethylene-alpha-olefin can have a density of 0.87 g/cm 3 . The 
composition can include fillers, column 6, line 48-49. 

Castellani'447 discloses a composition comprising a mixture of crystalline propylene 
homopolymer or copolymer (a) and ethylene-alpha-olefin copolymer having a low 
density in the range of from 0.90 to 0.86, column 2, lines 53-55 and column 4, lines 58- 
65. The composition can include inorganic filler in an amount such as to impart flame- 
retardant properties, column 5, lines 41-52 and column 7, lines 34-37. 

WO 01/34719 (hereinafter WOT 19) discloses hot melt adhesive composition 
comprising an ethylene-alpha-olefin interpolymer having density in the range of 0.850 
g/cm 3 to about 0.870 g/cm 3 , page 14, lines 12-15, and viscosity in the range of 2,000 
CPs to preferably about 100,000 cPs, page 14, lines 8-1 1 . The ethylene-alpha-olefin 
interpolymer is readable in the present claims. The ethylene-alpha-olefin interpolymer is 
commercially available, page 15, lines 20-23. The ethylene-alpha-olefin interpolymer is 
used for producing adhesive composition with combination of rubbery copolymer such 
as a styrene block copolymer, page 16, lines 13-31 and page 17, lines 1-30, for the 
present claims 7-9. The adhesive composition can include additive including filler, page 
20, lines 20-32, for the present claim 8. 
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While none of the cited references disclose applicants' statement that the melt index of 
said thermoplastic blend composition is increased by at least 5% relative to that of said 
thermoplastic polyolefin composition, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to consider that the melt index of the resulting thermoplastic blend composition 
will increase in light of the fact that references disclose thermoplastic blends having 
analogous ethylene-alpha-olefin interpolymer having similar claimed properties such as 
a density and viscosity and the amount of the ingredients for chemical formulation of 
said blends can be selected in the claimed range in order to obtain the desired physical 
properties. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. References have been considered. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olga Asinovsky whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1066. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on 571-272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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